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TEN MEN HILLED
IN GAS EXPLOSION

Terrific Explosion oa Mem-
phis Qutskirts

PROPERTY DAMAGE
OVER $200,000

Block of Frame Dwellings Leveled to
the Ground and Inmates Caught
Beneath Falllng Timbers, Theory
on Spontancous Combustion Is Ade
yanced.

Memphis, Tenn., Jan, 24.—Ten ne-
groes dead, approximately a score in-
Jured, some probably fatally, and pro-
perty damage estimated at $200,000,
made up the known toll tonight of an
exploslon of “casing head” gasoline
awaiting unloading from a tank ecar
to the plant of the Colyar Reese Com-
pany in North Memphis, which let go
this morning with a blast that wrecked
a part of the oil plant, leveled a block
of frame dwellings and shook the en-
tire north end of the city. .

Of the injured, two are white per-
sons: L. C, Scoll, superintendent of
the Reese plant, and 1. C,
iruck superintendent, Both were bad-
ly burned but physicians stated rto-
night they will recover,

Colyar Moese, president of the ofl
company, attributed the explosion to
spontancouy combustion due to  the
contact of vapor escaping from the
tank car when the metallie cap was
removed preparatory to unloading the
car, came in contact with the atmos-
phere. The tank car, which contained
8,000 gallons of casing head gasoline
produced by the absorption process,
was shipped here from Kelleyville,
Oklahoma, Mr, Reese stated, and was
loaded in a low temperature. When
the cap wag' removed, according to his
theory, the vapor came in contact with
much higher atmospherie conditions
here and the explosion followed,

It was stated that representatives of
the United States bureau of explosives
and experts from the reflnery from
whieh the car was shipped will ar-

rive tomorrow to definitely determine

ihe eause of the hlast,

When the oxplosion let go a row of
tenement houses along an entire hloek
were splintered and  the oecnpants
thrown to the street or caught under
tho falling timbers, Most of  those
killed outright were Dbadly mangled
while several of the injured were so
badly burned they died soon
reaching a hospltal. When police and
firemen reached the scene the streets
and alleys In the vicinity were lttered

with splintercd timbers and torn and |

twisted houschold goods, with  (he
dead and Injured canght in the tangled
mass of wreekage.

AndrowsMeKinley, the negro  who
was removing the dome from the tank
car when the explosion ocenrred, was

hurled several hundred feet through |

the air. Tle was badly burned and
died tonlght. MeKinley was quoted as
saying that when he removed the eap,
gag rose to a helght of twenty fect
and formed n pall of black smoke
which ignited and exploded.

Almost simultaneously pools of oll |

on the ground canght fire and a sce-
ond cxplosion ocenrved,  One report
wag that MeKinley used a chisel In
attempts to remove the cap from the
car.  This, however, has nol heen
verified,  Mr. Reese stated that hig
tivestigation disproved  any  theory
other than that the explosion was
cauged by spontaneous comhbustion,
Besldes the damage in the Imme-
diate vieinlty, window glasses within

a radlug of several blocks were shat-

tored by the concussion which was

felt a distance of half a mile from the' J8
Two sheds at the plant of lht'|
Colyar Reeso plant were lifted hodily

fsceno.

from their foundatlons,

Fire which followed in the wake of = ¢ ¢
the explogion, completed the work of, Lhe stitement fo
deastruction, The flames were checked,

however, before they spread beyont
the aplintered wreckage,

Mr, and Mrs. Bd, Hicks loft

Wilder, |

aftor

NARROW ESCARE
FOR ELECTRIC LINEMAN

|Ernest Tolllson Beverely Shocked
While Working on Eleetrle Line
Pele,
Erpest Tollison, 18 years of age,
lineman in the employ of the Reedy
River Power Company, recelved a sc-

while working on a pole on Caroline
street at'the end of J. C. Shell & Com-
pany's store and for awhile spactators

vere elotrical shock Monday afiernoon !

DISCREPANCY IN
RETURNS OF AUTOS

2012 Reglstered for Llcense Tags In
Lawurens, but Only 1926 Heturned
fex Taxatlon,

A discrepancy of 31,241 automobiles
and trucks Is noted in comparing the
total number of licenses Issued by the
state highway commlssion during
1920, and the total number of motor
vehicles returned for taxatlon by the

who were attracted to the scene
thought that he would be clectrocuted.
|After he was taken down from the
! pole, however, and given medical at-
tentlon it was found that he had not
been seriously burned or otherwise
ilmr'mmmntly affeeted, The wire with
which he had come In contact was of
220 voltage, strong enough to give a
"severe shoek but not necessarily fatal.

Young Tollison was helping run a
twire from this post to the building
| formerly occupied by L. B, Blackwell
ag o printing shop. He way salely
strapped to Lhe cross arms of the pole
Iand had a firm foot-hold with hlf\i
leleats when he aceldentally touched |
|the high voltage wire. The forece of
the charge knocked his hand toose and
his body backwards, so that he was
only held by the pole-straps in a limp
and almost unconscious condition, e
jwas able to make enongh sound, how- |
Jever, for Mr. J, C. Shell who hanpened
(to come oul of Lthe rear end of his
store, Lo hear him, Mr Shell ruzhed
for his telephone and had the eurrent
turned off the wire, Some one elee |
I ealled for the fire wagon, and with the
use of ladders and rope the young
man was brought safely to the ground.
[He was carried to the store-room of
(the Harney Electrie Company and glv- |
en medicsl treatment,  He soon m—l
vived and "vas able to walk home, Yes-
terday It was reported, he was rce!ing;
the iworse for his experience and re-|
mained at home. It was found that!
the bottom of his feet' had been con-
siderable burned where they came in
contact with a ground /wire,

RURAL SCHOOLS URGED |
T0 TRY FOII PRIZES |

| TE T s s e 1

{Itural School Improvement Assoecln-!
tlons Should Send in Roports to

Qualify for Prizes,

Migs Minnle Wallace, who has re-
cently taken charge of the Rural
School Tmprovement Association work
cof the county, is attempting to interest |
I the sehools of the county in the state-!
]'willu contest now being cavried on in
Ithe interest of rural school improve-
jment. There ave several prizes offered .
for which the assoclations of the coun-
ty may qualify, says Miss Wallace,
and she hag urged all the schiools of
!the county to enter, Under the con-
lest rules every bmprovement associa-
tion is reguived to send regularvly the
report of thoe monthly meeting so that |
it may be forwarded to the state or-
| ganizer for eredit in the contest, Be-
csides the larger prizes, the contest
provides for o 35.00 nprize for every |
school which sends Inoa monthly re- |
port for the time Mareh 1,/
1920 and March 1, 1021, Hack reports, !
states Misgs Wallaee, miy be sent in|
now and reccive full eredit. |

Green Pond, Shiloh, Lanford, Water- |
loo and Darkadale-Narnie are the only
(sehools which have sent
cording to the records In Miss Wal-
lneo's oflice,  Other schools wishing to!
Lry Tor the prizes are asked by her to

|

helween

reports, ac- |

gend In their reports at once or write |

her for Information,

| Flsheries Deelares Dividend
i On account of the large amount of

{by favmers, in the Flsheries Products
Company, of Wilmington, N, (., much
interest was attached to the meeting
cof "he directors held In Wilmington on
I ary 18th. According to the Wil-

mington Digpateh, dividends of 10 and

|

| to be pald either in cash or fertilizers,

a 1A lpag than a

year's business, showed not profits of | store.
11$663,246.75, -

Barksdale-Hammond

Misg Blizabeth Barksdale, the

atock held in this county, prineipally |
| Sumter, Jan, 22— CGeorge Wells, a

8 por cent woroe declared on the (-.r}||1-_Lr”" i rest cure,
mon and preferred stock I"QHDUCUV(EI}',:

I-l;ll\-{.‘l Py
people of the state as shown in the
annual report of Comptroller General
Suthoerland, says the Columbia State,
Laurens county had 2912 automo-
biles and motoreyeles rogistered for

Heenses during 1920, but only 1,926 ve-

turned for taxation, a diserepancy of
HEDE

Tho comparison
shows that
mobiles  trucks and motoreycle
taled 94,751, and the number of au-
tomoblles, trucks, motoreycles and
bieyeles returned for taxation in the
entire state iwas 63,510 leaving 81,-
241 unacconnted for,

All counties in the state are short
a number of automobiles and trucks,
according lo the figures with the ex-
ception of Marion county, which re-
turned 142 more than was licensed,

Lo-

: Indicatihg that some of the automobile

awners may have forgotten to sccure
licenses,

In the total number of motor vehi-
cles registered by the highway com-
mission for the year, Greenville ¢oun-

ty leads with 6,800, and  Riehland
county is second with 6,123, while An-
derson runs a third., In the differ-

I:f-:mu between the number licensed and

the number returned for
Greenville alse leads with 3,004 ae-
cording to the figures from the high-
way commission and the comptroller
general, |

Another Interesting fact brought to
light 1{s that Allendale, Damberg,
Heaufort, Hampton, Jasper and Salu-
da have mno motoreycles, according to
the license Ngures

The state highway commisslon
does not llcense bieyeles, but they are
required to be returned for taxatlon,
and taking this In conslderation, the
diserepancy is still larger., There are
908 motoreyeles reglstered,

taxation

$1,416,375,000 THE FIRE LOSS
IN UNITED STATES

New York, Jan, 23, —Property worth
$1,416,875,000, the equivalent of 284,275
new  houses at $5,000 each or more

than enough to shelter the total ]lt‘.']lll-i
i:llltit-si yesterday were S,
lent wag destroyed by fire in tho Unl- | treasurer; W, W,

(Inspector general; Sum M, Wolfe, at-

lation of a state as large as Connecti-

ted States in the period from 1015 to
1914, shown by the gquinguennial

HE

Canalysis of 3,500,000 adjustmonts made | retary it
[public by the national board of fire comptroller general; I Harris, (‘rm!A|
| missioner of agriculture:

underwriters here tonight,
Electriclty, the chie? canzo of fire
the five years, Matcehes and smoking
atood seeond with 73,470,048, and de-
feetive ehimneys eame next with 06,
650,915, Other causes in their order,
were: Stoves, furnaces, boilers, and
Lheir 355,133,181
combustion,  $49,702 886,
30,828 4805 sparks on roofs, $20.271 -
58055 and petroleum and fts products
325910434, Incendiarvism conlributed
$21,006,905 to the damage, and mig-

pipes, gponlancons

lghtning,
aﬂ

[cellancong unknown eauses comnpleted

the total,

“RIF VAN WINKLE?
IN SUMTER JAIL
Prisoner Sleeps T'wo Days and Nlghia
and I8 Refreshed by Nap,

negro of this eity, has tablished a
record for sound sleeplng even for
that race of good aleepers.  The place
wias the ¢ty guard house which 1s
evidently comfortable and convenlent

Wells was employved
ag deliveryman for BEfrd's Department
catore until he was nccused of taking
ghoes and hiding them Dbehind the
He was then lodged In the
guard house, where he went to sleep
Monday afternoon about € o'clock.
Tuesday morning, not having stirred,

at- | the officers tried to wnke him but to
last | tractive daughter of Mr, and Mrs, W, |no avail,

Two physiclang were sum-

of these ﬂgures;
licenses issued for auto-'

woek for West Point, Miss., where they | H, Barksdale, and Mr. Arthur Ham- | moned and they too falled to arouse
wil' loin thelr parents, Mr, ang Mru.]mnmi. of Spartanburg, were happily /him. e wasg shaken, tickled and put
Ji ", Tleks, to make their home marrled Sunday afternoon at 2:-30|thmll;:h many teats, but George slapt
there. Thoy were Joined the latter | o'clock at the home of the bride’s par-'on. One of his friends came forward,
part of the week by Mr. oJhn Sumner ! ents hetween Gray Court and nm‘ks-‘ntund hig bond, had him removed to
who hag been assoclated In business|dale Station, Only a few Intimate his home on Raliroad avenue. Wed-
with them for several yeara, The | friends and relatives were present. nesday afternoon “Rip Van Winkle"
many friends of all of these regret Tho ceremony was performed by Rov, “arose and ghook himgelf and appeared

to geo thom leave Laurens. |Gra.vos L, Knight, D, D, jnone the worse for the long slumber,

]

SECOND TERM OF
GOVERNOR COOPER

Asgoelate Justico R, €, Watts Admin-
Isters Oath of Oilice to Gov. Robert
A, Cooper.

Columbia, Jan. 19.—The utmost sim-
plicity marked the inauguration yes-
terday of Robert A. Cooper of Laurens
as governor of the state of South Caro-
lina. The fact that he had been unop-
posed In the race for the office, com-
bined with the fact that he was entor-
Ing on his second term tended to les-
sen to a certain extent the display
which s sometimes shown on such
oceasions. i

Ostentation was strietly taboo, all
sion being  performed  with o befit-
ting dignity and reserve, all of which
tended to make the inauguration 1m-
pressive. The ceremonics were held
in the hall of the house of represen-
tatives In the presence of the mem-
bers of the house of representatives
and of the senate, The balcony was
filled with visitors, the number of
| women attending being especially no-
ticeable,

Promptly at 12:30 o’clock I, 8. Wil-
son, Sergeant-at-arms, announced the
arvival of the senate, After the moem-
{bers had reached the chairs reserved

Ifor them, the sergeant-at-arms  an-
nounced the aerival of the governor-
releet, the  lieutenant  governor-elect

and Ltheir escorts,
Prayer was offered by the chaplain
of the house, the Rey, 1.
) P
ornor,

I, Keaton,

Liles, retiring licutenant gov-
who presided over the
announced that It, A, Cooper
was present and was ready to take
the oath of oflice. The oath was ad-
ministered by Jjustice R, C. Watts of
Laurens,

jelses,

of ofllce Govrnor Cooper delivered his
Inaugural address, being given the
closest attention by the audience. At
its conclusion, the audience broke Into
hearty applause. His entire message
was devoted Lo a discussion of educa-
tion,

Wilson G, Harvey was then sworn
in as Heutenant governor after which
he took charge of the eoxercises and
dissolved the gencral assembly, The
senate at  once  retired to its hall,
where the new llcutenant governor de-
[livered his address.

The exerelses oceupled just 30 min-

jutes the town clock striking one as
!

Mr, Liles turned over to Mr, Ilarvey

Illm gavel.

Other state oflicers assuming their
T, Carter,
Moore, adjutant and

tormey ceneral;
of state;

W. Branks Dove,
Waltler I,

See-

Duncian,

J 1,
ingen, state superintendent of educa-

Swear-

Jloss, led with a total of 384,086,471 for | tion; Frank W, Shealy, railroad com-!

missioner.
Of the various

ter 1, Duncan, comptroller

and  Wilson (L Harvey,

| governoy, serving  for

time,

Wal-
rencral,
licutenant

the flrst

oflicers, only

are

MORE FOR BASTERN SUFFERERS

Another  Remittanee  Forwarded o
Columbin For Near® East Relief,
The Advertiser made anothor romit-

tance of 327.50 last weck { D @

Black, Columbia, chairman for this

state of the Near Iast Relief TPund.

The contributors were two song of

Mr. and Mrs, Henchoff, Mr, and Mrs.

R, B, Terry and Mrs, J, A, I,

ag follows:

Wm. IIenry Benchoff

Robert I, Benchof?

to

Moore,

10.00

Mra, J, A, . Moore ., 2,60

R. B, Terry s ‘ 250

Mrg R, B, Terry ., o 2,50

Total .. $27.50
WOMAN O SUMTER

DIES IPROM BURNS

Newspaper Catehes From  Fireplneo

and Sets Clothing on Flre,

Sumter, Jan. 22.—Miss Sue Dirown
died at the Tuomey hospital IMariday
night from the effeets of burns last
Sunday  afternoon, when the paper
she wansg reading caught on fire from
an open fireplace and her dress eanghl
from that. The flaanes were put out
by members of the family and she was
rushed to the hospital from the home
of her slster, Mrs, Tervy, In Oswego,
The funeral services will be held at
Bethel chureh, Oswego, Sunday morn-
ing at 11 o'clock.

the ceremonies incident to the ocea-|

exer-|

Immediately after taking the mtl]:l

c 10,00 |

TWO CITY ENMPOYEES
REPLACED BY OTHERS

Bireet Superintendent 's.md Night Po-
Hoeman Replaced without a Hear-
Iug or Netlce of Discharge.

out of employment Monday night by
City Council when Carlisle Bolt, sireet
overseer and J. €, Senn, extra police-
man put on for night work, were dina-
Maced without a hearing or charges
being preferred against them, and 8.
I, Dorroh and ex-Chief of Police 1id
Blakely clected to their places. Mayor
Pro-Tem Albert Dial presided at the
meeting and others present were Al-
dermen Bishop, Moore, Smith and 1r-
vin. - Alderman Moore, it is reliably
reported, refused to vole on the ques-
tion of displacing the old men and the
lmayor pro-tem without in
Lhe matter,

WL voien
Mr, Bolt, who was placed in charge
of street work when  Capt. Richey
went into oflice, said yesterday that he
was taken entirely by surprise by the
jannouncement that he had been re-
|moved and was ignorant of any charg-
es against him or any eriticism of his
work other than may be ordinarily
expeeted,
Paliccman

sSenn, stated Chief J, T,
Crews yesterday, was placed on the
forec as an oxtra man just  before
| Christmas on account of the numer-
IIHI.‘; reports of burglaries in surround-
fng towns, The new man bore a good
record for scervice, but on aecount of
cconomy Chief Creows had stiated that
it miight be adyvisable to take him off
aid reduee the foree, ie having been
padded only as o temporary man.

| Sentiment was erystalizing yestor-
:d:t,\' in certain quarters to have the ac-
(tion of council reseinded when the new
'nfavor goes into office.

LADIES REST ROOM
VISITED BY MANY

Nearly Every Btato East of the Mis.
slssippl Reprosented on Reglstry
Book,

Nearly cvery stato in the Unlon east
of the Mississippl besides three states
west of the Mississippl were repre-
sented among the guests who rogis-
tered in the Ladies Rest Room, accord-
Ing to the report just issued by the
Business Women's Club, which spoi-
sors the Rest Room,  The only two
states cast of the Mississippi not rop-
resented on the register were Vermont
and New IHampshire, while the three

were Texas, Cacifornia and Washing-
lton,  The visitors from
were traveling by antomobile

fed the Rest Room and were dellshied
[with its appointments,

compared  tavorably
| rest rooms in other citivs of

| with

similar

Slates,

Twenty-seven hundred visitors reg-
Hstered al the Rest Hoom durving 1920,
the report, and no doubt
many more ook advantage of the con-
there afforded but did not
[ plivce their names upon the register,

“It has been our aim to serve tho
public at large” says the report, “malk-
ng our town and county more attrae-
lve to visitors and any strangers who
in.-f:;hl. hass Lthis way,

f. “We oxtend to the businrss men of
|the eity our sincere thanks for their
support during the past year, also for
Ltheir gencrois contributions just re-

leontinues

| veniences

ceived for this, the flest quarter of
1921,
"1t has Just ocewrred to us that

there might be others aside from those
adrendy contributing who  would  be
alad to help carrvy on thig good work
and any contribution ean be sent to
our treasurer or matron at any time,"”

Bishop Kilgo Betler,

The news the  bedside
Bishap John €, Kilgo, who underwent
an operation at a Charvlotte hosplial
about a week ago is enconraging, said
Rev, P, I Kilge, his brother, when he
was asked aboul the condition of the
hizhop, Bishop Kilgo was born  in
Laurens and he has o greal many
friends here who are strongly attached
to hMm and hope that he will recover
hig health again,

from

f
k

small Yol Cast

A very small vote was cast in the
general election for mayor yesterday,
I:\!l'. Jno, A, T'ranks, of course, receiv-
g all the votes. Mr. Franks  will
|vm-y probably be Inducted into office
tho latter part of this week or the
[tirst of next week.

Two more ex-soldiers were thrown |

|I.=>I;\l of its lnunchings  from
states from the West who had visitors |

California ! Italy
andd |
[while having their car repalred "““l“!:\la]u

They said that |

of |

U. 8. LEADING
N SHIP BUILDING

Lau-chlug:ln 1920 2,275,.
000 Tons

GREAT BRITAIN
CAME SECOND

Uilted States Lead the World in 1920
in Grosg Tonnage of Merchantnien
Built, According to Figures Just Out,
Great Britaln Ranked Second,
New York, Jan, 24.—The Unlted

States led the world on the total gross

tons of merchant vessels launched in

1020 qecording to figures made public

today by Lloyd's register of shipping.
The total launchings in ship vavds

of the world wmounted  to 5,861,000

gross tons, a decrease of almost 1,300,-

000 from the 1919 figure, but an in-

crease of more than 400,000 over 1918,

The total for the United States was

2,276,000 tons, while Greal Britain was

W with 2,055,000 tons, Japan,
lannched 456,000 tons last year, a de-

second

crease from A11,000 tons In 1919,
Lloyd's points out that at the begin-
ning of 1920 the United States and

Great Britain had on hand practienl-
ly the same amount of construction to
be completed  and  credits among
vards with greater gpeed than thoso
in. Great Britain in that this country
excocded Hngland's total by 20 por
cent,

The decline in the total world ton-
nage lannched was attributed to the
decline in the American ship building
program, America's launching being
1,600,000 tons less than in the previ-
ous year. Britlsh production showed
a gain of more than 400,000 tons.
Other countries launched a total of
about 1,330,000 tons during 1920, or
about 20,000 tons less than in 1919,

In comparison with pre-war figures,
the launchings in the United States
were nine times as great as in 1913
and throughout the world there was
a gain of ahbout 75 per cent.

I"or the first time sinece the begin-
ning of the war Great Britain last
year oxceeded its 1913 figures, the
sain being about per cent,

Considerable gaing over 19190 were
shown hy France, which inercased the
32,000
Lons to 93 000 tong last vear, Holland
137,000 10 183 tonsg,  and
from 82,000 to 135,000 lons,
Pigures for Germany wero not avail-
and  woere in the

fromhm 00

not Ineluded

total,

Lilovd's Nenres show that the Uni-

|ted Siates far oulstripped the rest of
1 3} ¥
HIkS d“l:{: world In construction of tanker

ltonnage.

This country launched 167,-
|

000 gross tons of this class of vessels,
!

| Great Dritain 65400 tons, and other
|¢-u.nm;.1-[-'-,q 8,000 tons,

Maotor ship eonstruction  was  doe-
clarcd to be on the increase with a
total of 190,000 gross tons of vessels
fitled with internal  combustion  en-
[mines in 1020, The total of vessels fit=

| ted with turbines which wore launch-
el during the year was 1,525,000 tony,
or nearly a third of the aggregate Lo~
tal,

Of all the vessels launchiod last yoor
thirty-two were of 10,000 grosg tons
or more,
Comparative figures were compiled
by the registey showing the yearly
Lomtputy of (lrl‘:;t Diritain and Amerien
sinee 1013, Uniil Rritain
wag in the lead in ship construction,

1918 CGroeat

iw]wn the United States jumped ahead
Fwith 3,083,000 ‘gross tons ngainst 1,-
348,000 for Great Dritain. In 1019 the
I'nited States vrodoeod 1075000 gross
[tons against 1,620,600 for England.

Vielory Medals for Ex-Sallors,

The Commandant of tho Sixth Naval
Zistriet has authorvized |, Itolt to
digtribute victory medals {o ail men
from lanrens county who in
| the Naval Reserve Forvee during the
|war.  All resorviata requested to
ilmrul him their name so that medals
imay bhe delivered them at an early dato,
In case of men discharged fMrom the Re-
gerve Moreo the discharge papers must
be presented,

5.

served

are

Mock Wedding
A mock weodding will bhe
Friendship school honse by Y, W, A,
girvls, Triday night, January 28th, be-
ginning at seven o'clock, Admissfon
will be 15 cents,

given at




